
   

 

 

 

 

Summer 2015 

32nd Annual WILA Luncheon A Great Success!  
By Sandra Close Turnquest 

Women In Leadership Award luncheon Chairperson Natalie Alvarez and Co-Chair Sandra 

Close Turnquest have deemed the 32nd Annual Women In Leadership Awards luncheon a 

smashing success.  “After many months of planning and a team effort, the luncheon was a 

success,” said Close Turnquest. With more than 460 in attendance and a dynamic speak-

er, all expectations were met.  This year’s keynote speaker was Jennifer Fleiss, co-

Founder and head of business development for Rent the Runway, a business that has 

transformed the retail industry by renting designer dresses and accessories. Jennifer 

Fleiss fascinated the  audience with a presentation on how the business was created without a business plan! This year's 

Call to the Heart again raised more than $20,000, with the appeal made by Foundation Chair, Regina Bedoya.  

Executive Women of the Palm Beaches President Charlotte Pelton recognized the 2015 recip-

ients. Salesia V. Smith-Gordon, Esquire, a civil trial lawyer with the Law Firm of Salesia V. 

Smith-Gordon, received the Private Sector award; Karis Engle,  President and CEO of The 

Glades Initiative, Inc. received the Public Sector award and Martha Ruth Reyes, owner of 

Havana Restaurant was recognized for her work in the Volunteer Sector. 

 
 (Continue on page 3) 

 

Executive Women of the Palm Beaches Foundation 
 

By Regina Bedoya 
 
 

This year the Foundation Board approved 23 scholarships totaling $36,300 and $25,000 in grants that support two pro-

grams: the Safe Kids Program at the Center for Family Services and the Speak Out program at Aspira of Florida.  

The Kwasman Committee received 15 nominations, 13 applications and visited 4 sites before selecting the recipients.  

The Every Member Campaign was also very successful.  Our goal was to raise $20,000 with a stretch goal of $25,000.  

Over 100 members participated and our total as of now is over $24,000.  Our second goal was 100% participation by 

every member.  We did not reach this goal but have a vision that someday we will. 

Our Holiday Party and Basket Auction in December was another resounding success. We raised over $8,000, and all 

attendees enjoyed a first class cocktail reception hosted by PNC. 

What else did the foundation accomplish? Well, we started the year with a charge 

from our president to define what measurable objectives we were to accomplish.  

This was part of the organization’s annual planning effort.  In addition to the fund-

raising goals that I already mentioned, we took on the following: Introduced a Code 

of Ethics and Confidentiality Statement to members of the Board; established a 

Kwasman spending policy; established an annual scholarship spending policy; 

and established an investment policy for our endowment fund. 
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By the time you read this newsletter, Sandra Close Turnquest will have been 

installed as the 34th president of Executive Women of the Palm Beaches, 

and she and Regina Bedoya along with their respective boards and commit-

tees will be full steam ahead in preparing for the 2015/16 year.  
 

As I sit here at my desk, reflecting on the past year since I was installed as 

the 33rd president, I am awed by the dedication and hard work of so many 

members who have pitched in, supporting me to accomplish so much. 
 

And indeed, much has been accomplished, as we embraced the theme 

“Think Strategically, Act Boldly,” and embarked on a strategic planning initiative to provide a 

clear and compelling direction for the future.  Change is in the air, as we continue to explore 

ways to strengthen EWPB for the coming years.   
 

Change occurred early in the 2014/15 year, as Jessica Clasby became our new association 

manager.  I want to congratulate her on completing a Masters Degree in Leadership from 

Palm Beach Atlantic University, even as I thank her for jumping in with both feet to help 

streamline office operations, increase productivity, and decrease expenses.   
 

I also want to recognize Angela Moreau, 2015 top graduate of the Rinker School of Business at 

Palm Beach Atlantic University.  In addition to earning this impressive recognition, Angie pro-

vided us with great support as our office intern, working alongside Jessica, and helping out 

with research aspects of our strategic planning. 
 

I am very pleased to report that this has been a banner year for membership! Thanks to Mem-

bership chair Julie Swindler, co-chair Denise Mariani and their committee, as of this writing, 

we are 223 members strong , with 34 new members and a number of applications still in the 

works.  Job well done! 
 

We offered a diversity of programs throughout the year, thanks to Programs chair Anita 

Holmes and co-chair Syndie Levien, Leadership Institute chair Susie Dwinell and co-chair 

Minx Boren, and their respective committees, as well as Regina Bedoya and members of the 

foundation board, who focused on foundation related programs and events.   
 

WILA chair Natalie Alvarez and co-chair Sandra Close Turnquest and their committee 

planned and executed a flawless 32nd annual Women In Leadership Awards luncheon that 

honored Karis Engle, Salesia Smith-Gordon and Martha Ruth Reyes, three outstanding wom-

en leaders we are now proud to call members.  
 

Marketing chair Donna Hamilton helped developed an RFP to select and hire public relations 

counsel, Jennifer Martinez, who has generated significant positive press featuring EWPB, our 

foundation and WILA.  I also want to recognize Selena Smith for her efforts in producing each 

newsletter, a task not unlike herding cats!  Now focused on the creation of consistent messag-

ing and brand standards, the Marketing Committee is in the midst of reviewing existing mate-

rials and will be making recommendations to ensure consistency and help improve communi-

cations in coming year.   
 

Advocacy chair Denise Valz and co-chair Sandra Close Turnquest guided their committee’s 

efforts, which resulted in EWPB hosting a community discussion on the “status of women” in 

Palm Beach County.  They also defined an endorsement policy approved by the EWPB Board, 

which resulted in EWPB publically endorsing the reauthorization of the Children’s Services 

Council, the appointment of Dr. Jean Wihbey as President of Palm Beach State College, and 

the selection of Verdenia Baker as the Palm Beach County’s next County Administrator.   
 

(Continue on page 4) 

 

President’s Message  
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(Continued from cover) 

Frances Fisher was our Honorary Chair for a second year and she did it again with a spectacular Sponsor's Reception at 

the Science Museum.  The Science Museum was beautifully decorated throughout the reception area with stunning 

lightning fixtures adorned with exotic flowers. It was quite colorful and the transformation memorable.  

Corporate sponsors, WILA 2015 recipients, nominees and signature sponsors were recognized at the reception with 

words of praise and awards. Guests at this event enjoyed good food, good drinks and good company. It was a fun even-

ing and everyone received a parting gift  in colorful bags donated by Frances Fisher. 

A special thanks to the WILA committee members and all EWPB members for your continued support of WILA. To 

date, this year’s luncheon has netted more than $76,500! 

 

WILA Nominee Breakfast 

 

 

This year’s nomination committee was again spearheaded by Mary Hammond and Christine 
Pitts. The duo outdid themselves this year by receiving 35 nominees for WILA. Each nominee 
is extraordinary in her own right, and all were honored at a special breakfast at Pistache 

 Public/Nonprofit Sector  Private Sector  Volunteer Sector 

Mary Barnes Amy Angelo  Denise Cotman Albritton 

Karis Engle Jestena Boughton  Yvonne Boice 

 Annette Gray  Nicole Flier  Kerry Cavallo 

 Dorothy Jacks  Marti M. LaTour  Nicole Hessen 

 Dorritt Miller  Ellen M. Liebovitch  Deborah Katz 

Gayle Pallesen Sheila G. Mains  Sharon Koskoff 

Vicki Pugh  Jodie Petrone  Pamela Dubose McIver 

Jennifer Sardone-Shiner  Salesia Smith-Gordon  Martha Ruth Reyes 

Lauren Simmons  Natalie Stolbach  Melody Spano 

Connie Siskowski  Adrianne Weissman  Ashley Tripp 

Ellen Joy Vahab Kelly Williams  Louise Lorraine Voltaire 

Dr. Jean Wihbey     

 Norma Williams    
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 (Continued from page 2) 
 

Thanks to Bylaws chair Beth Crews and co-chair Rosanne Duane, the Bylaws Committee is now overseeing development 

of revised policies and procedures, an effort that will continue into the 2015/16 term to ensure better operations for the 

benefit of all. 
 

I want to also recognize our Strategic Planning Task Force, which is comprised of 20 members representing all aspects 

of EWPB and our foundation.  Please watch for coming news as we continue development of the plan that will ensure 

EWPB continues its strong legacy for the next 33 years.    
 

A special thank you to both boards of directors and to the many past presidents who offered wisdom and encouragement 

all year long.  Your support made my service as your president a true honor and privilege.   
 

I especially want to recognize immediate Past President, Minx Boren, President-elect, Sandra Close Turnquest, and new-

ly elected 2015/16 President-elect, Lori Fischer.  On my “speed dial” all year long, these three dear friends made them-

selves available day and night, offering advice and guidance, and helping shoulder the great responsibility that this office 

brings!  
 

The real credit, of course, goes to each member who actively participated in our organization this year.  Your genuine 

belief in and enthusiasm for EWPB and what it stands for has allowed for us to take important strides forward– and for 

that I will always be truly grateful. 

Program Committee 

By Anita Holmes 

Our Programs Committee year started with our September Season Opening Dinner that was well attended with 70 mem-

bers at Matteo’s in Palm Beach.  We had a lot of fun learning about the work of EWPB’s various committees, and defi-

nitely had a hot-time that evening!  

Near the end of September we had a combined Networking and Member Recruitment Event at the Cultural Council of 

Palm Beach County.  Sixty-eight members and their guests enjoyed a wonderful exhibit and the Membership Committee 

did an excellent job kicking off recruitment.  We were all thrilled to see so many new faces.  

The October Foundation Annual Luncheon at The Colony was an exciting program with over 100 attendees.  Cece Mar-

tinez and her committee did a wonderful job with this event. Many thanks for their hard work! 

Our December Annual Holiday Party & Basket Auction at PNC was a huge success again this year.  Over 60 people 

joined this holiday celebration while supporting the Foundation. Then we kicked-off January 2015 with a wonderful 

event hosted by The Gardens Mall called “A New Year, A New You,” where more than 60 women heard women from four 

decades share  their stories of reinventing themselves career wise.   

The Past Presidents Luncheon was another successful event, chaired by incoming 

EWPB President, Sandra Close Turnquest. She worked extremely hard calling each 

past president to personally invite them to the event, resulting in the best attendance 

by past presidents we have ever had.  And the picture of all of them is priceless.   

The  Leadership Institute’s WILA Recipient Panel discussion, now an annual program where we hear from the previous 

year’s WILA recipients, was held at the Boynton Beach Intracoastal Park Clubhouse and attended by nearly 60 people.  

As usual, this event was enjoyed and appreciated by all.  

If you joined us for the April event at the Benzaiten Center for Creative Arts I think you 

would agree it was interesting to learn about the history of glass and amazing to watch 

the glass artists create fine art from hot molten glass.  It’s certainly a place that in-

flames passion for the arts in all who walk through its doors. We still have several 

events ahead so watch your emails for evites for some very interesting programs being 

held this summer. 
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Executive Members: 
 

Amy Brand – is chief development officer with Habitat for Humanity of Palm Beach County where she 

oversees development and volunteer services.  She is responsible for the cultivation, solicitation and stew-

ardship of donors in support for their mission.  She has experience in working with major donors, corpo-

rations and foundations.  Amy has been in her present position for one year, and previously worked for 

Bethesda Hospital Foundation.  She is involved with the Junior League of Boca Raton and is also involved 

in the Matthew Forbes Romer Foundation. 

 

Meredith Dodrill – has a Bachelor of Arts from King’s College with a major in Psychology and Minor in 

Business Management as well as a Masters of Science in Health Care Administration from Lynn Universi-

ty.  Meredith is presently the business development executive for Life Audit Professionals, LLC and was 

the assistant nursing home administrator and administrator of St. Andrews Estates North.  Meredith is 

involved with the Women of Tomorrow mentor and scholarship program as well as the Sylvester Compre-

hensive Cancer Center through the Pap Corps Pros. 

 

Danielle Hanson – is director of corporate and foundation relations with Palm Beach Atlantic Universi-

ty.  Danielle has a Bachelor’s of Science from Illinois State University with a major in Psychology and mi-

nor in French.  She provides community service to Hope Fellowship Community Church as well as pro-

vides mentorship to female PBAU students.   

 

Deborah Johnson – is in an executive level position with the Oxbridge Academy in the area of philanthropy and stra-

tegic partnerships.  Deborah has 17 years of experience providing vision, leadership and strategies necessary to achieve 

organization objectives.  Deborah has a Bachelors Degree in professional studies and business/marketing from Barry 

University.  Deborah is involved in Rotary International, Junior Achievement, Big Heart Brigade, YMCA, and Boy Scouts 

of America. 

 

Jessica Levine – has a BBA from Lim College, graduating in 2009 as Valedictorian.  Jessica is an articu-

late and polished executive personal assistant turned vice president. The company, Hire Society, is a bou-

tique recruitment firm that focuses on high level domestic and corporate placement within the homes and 

offices of high net worth, high profile individuals.  Jessica has a thirteen member team that runs the New 

York and Palm Beach offices.  Jessica is involved with Big Brothers Big Sisters. 

 

Dana Middleton – is the President/Owner of Intelligent Office.  Dana manages the overall business 

including: 8 employees, 170+ clients, sales, marketing, operations, and commercial office space of over 

8,000 square feet that includes accounting and information technology.  Dana has extensive community 

service with Habitat for Humanity and Boys and Girls Club.  She is a board member of PGA Corridor 

Association. 

 
Welcome New Members 

 

Membership Committee 

By Julie Swindler 

The Membership Committee held its second new member orientation on Tuesday, March 31. The eight new members in-

clude: Laura Becker, Sundy Operations; Margaret Bichler, Lytal, Reiter, Smith, Ivey & 

Fronrath; Amy Brand, Habitat for Humanity of Palm Beach County; Dana Middleton, In-

telligent Office; Amy Morse, Morse & Morse, LLC; Sandy Munoz, Children’s Healing Insti-

tute; Cheri Pavlik, Leo A. Daly; and Cindy Pilloni, PNC Bank.  New members were given an 

overview of the organization and its foundation by President Charlotte Pelton and Founda-

tion Chair Regina Bedoya.  They were also informed on how to access the online directory 

and of various committees to join. This year the Membership Committee recruited 33 new 

Executive Members and 1 new Adjunct member.   
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Sandy Munoz – is the chief executive officer of the Children’s Healing Institute.  Sandy has a Doctorate in Psychology 

and is a Licensed Mental Health Counselor.  In addition to providing numerous community service hours to the Chil-

dren’s Healing Institute, she is involved with the Church Mouse where she volunteers on Friday mornings. 

 
Barbara Nurenberg – is the president/CEO of Seagull Industries for the Disabled, Inc. and has 22 

years of experience in the nonprofit field. Barbara has a Master of Arts Degree in vocational rehabilitation 

counseling from Wayne State University and post-Graduate Study in the School of Social Work Sequence 

in Gerontology from Wayne State University. Barbara has served on four separate boards and on the advi-

sory committees of Elwyn Israel and University of Detroit Mercy, College of Liberal Art and Education. 

 
Cheri Pavlik – is the director of business development at Leo A. Daly Architectural Firm and has thir-

teen years of experience in the same field.  She is responsible for bringing new business into the firm 

through relationships, conferences, and PR opportunities.  She also enhances the brand’s recognition in 

the higher education, hospitality, and governmental markets.  She is responsible for the development of 

the annual strategic plan and budget for the Florida office.  Cheri is involved with Horses Healing 

Hearts, Inc.  She is also on the board of the Boys and Girls Club and the Dolly Hand Cultural Arts Center. 

 
Laurie Pfeil – is a sergeant over Road Patrol with the Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office.  Laurie has a 

Bachelor of Science from Lynn University with a focus on criminal justice/emergency management & 

preparedness as well as a Master of Science in emergency planning and administration.  She is also the 

founder and executive director of the Florida Women’s Law Enforcement Network.  She is involved in 

numerous affiliations that allow for her to give back and make an impact on our community. 

 
Virginia Philip – is the wine director for the Breakers in Palm Beach, and the owner of Virginia Philip 

Wine Shop and Academy.  She is an expert in her field, and her mastery and opinion are sought by jour-

nalists, colleagues and other sommeliers alike.  In 2002, Virginia became the 11th woman in the world to 

earn the extraordinary accreditation of Master Sommelier, the highest certification of international pro-

ficiency.  Virginia is involved with the Palm Beach Zoo and the Guild for St. Edwards’s Catholic Church. 

 
Cynthia Pilloni – has her Bachelor of Science in Business Management and a MBA in Marketing, both 

from Palm Beach Atlantic University.  Cynthia is the assistant vice president and client and community 

relations manager for PNC Bank.  She manages client and community relations activities for the Florida 

market, and is engaged with the local community for sponsorships and foundation grants.  Cynthia vol-

unteers with Easter Seals Child Care Center and the Children’s Garden Academy. 

 
Kelly Ramsay – is a realtor with Crossroads Realty Team, and business owner of Doug Ramsay Cus-

tom Cabinetry.  As a co-owner and administrator of Doug Ramsay Custom Cabinetry, she is responsible 

for negotiating pricing with vendors, accounting, inventory, customer interaction and scheduling.  Kelly 

has over 12 years of service in the women’s ministry as a small group facilitator for Ladies’ Bible Study 

with Calvary Chapel. 

 

 

 

Adjunct Member: 

 

Michelle DeLong – has a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration and Marketing from the 

University of Florida and her Juris Doctor from Nova Southeastern University.  Michelle was admitted 

to the Florida Bar in 2014 and presently works at Pike & Lustig, d/b/a Turnpike Law.  Michelle has been 

engaged in community service since 2012, and is a member of the Action and Advisory Committee of 

Side Project, Inc. in Boca Raton. 
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Members in the News 
 

Eunice Baros, attorney and mediator, was co-chair and sponsor of the F. Malcolm Cunningham Sr. 

Bar Association (CBA) and the American Jewish Committee/Palm Beach County chapter  fourth "Joint 

Celebration of Unity, Human Rights and Freedom Passover Seder" March 31 at the Marriott Hotel in 

West Palm Beach. More than 100 lawyers, judges and community members read from a specially -

created Haggadah/program to tell the ancient story of escape from bondage to freedom referencing Bib-

lical texts and more recent Civil Rights leaders such as Dr.  Martin Luther King Jr., Maya Angelou, and 

Rosa Parks. One of the other sponsors was attorney Salesia Smith-Gordon, 2015 recipient of the Women 

In Leadership Award in the private sector.  

 

Andrea McMillan, a personal injury trial lawyer, was recently appointed to The Florida Bar Code & 

Rules of Evidence Committee.  The committee's primarily focuses on proposed legislation pertaining to 

the Florida Evidence Code, which is established by the Florida legislature and applied by Florida trial 

court judges. Ms. McMillan, a 25-year member of The Florida Bar, will serve a three-year term on the 

committee, commencing in July, 2015.   

 

The Girl Scouts of Southeast Florida recently introduced a new award – the Life-

time Service Award. Its purpose is to recognize individuals who have made ex-

traordinary contributions to the Girl Scout mission through consistent and far-

reaching acts of volunteerism that have resulted in strengthening of the organiza-

tion. EWPB Past President Terry Gearing received one of two Lifetime Service 

Awards presented by GSSEF from CEO Denise Valz at their annual meeting in 

Oakland Park on Saturday, April 11. 

Past Women In Leadership Awards Recipients  

Recognized 
 

We gathered on March 11th for our first ever WILA Past Recipients 

Reception. This beautiful occasion was to honor those women selected 

for our Women In Leadership Awards over the past 31 years.   We are 

thankful for our partners: PNC Bank, The Gardens Mall, and Palm 

Beach Illustrated, for making it possible to celebrate these 97 powerful 

women who have had a significant impact within our community and 

Breakfast Bunch 
 
 

Breakfast Bunch is held at 8 a.m. on the second Friday of the month year-round. The group meets at Boulevard Restau-

rant & Deli, located in the PGA Shoppes on the corner of Military Trail and PGA Blvd. in Palm Beach Gardens. 

 

Members and their guests are invited to stop by for coffee or breakfast.  This casual gathering has no agenda and no ad-

mission fee! The mood is informal, and the discussion ranges from work life to family, travel and whatever else Executive 

Women are up to.  Separate checks provided; inseparable friendships included! 
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June 26—North County Lunch Bunch, BRIO Tuscan 

 Grille Restaurant at the Gardens Mall  

 

July 10 – Breakfast Bunch, Boulevard Restaurant, 

 Palm Beach Gardens 

 

July 18 – Annual Strategic Planning  

 Retreat, EWPB Association Office 

 

August 14 —Breakfast Bunch, Boulevard Restaurant, 

 Palm Beach Gardens 

 

August 21—Foundation Board Meeting,  

 EWPB Office 

 

August 25—EWPB Board Meeting,  

 EWPB Office 

 

Upcoming Events – Mark Your Calendar!  

 

As our fiscal year comes to an end, it is hard to imagine how much has been accomplished in what 

seems like a blink of an eye.  You can almost hear a collective sigh as the end of June approaches, and 

annual terms come to an end. Since the induction of our president, Charlotte Pelton, we have been 

“Thinking Strategically, Acting Boldly”. Each committee has worked over the past year with this  theme 

in mind.   

 

Together we have achieved many things. I would like to thank all who have contributed to the newslet-

ter over the past year. With your help we have been able to chronical our accomplishments, milestones, 

innovative programs, and record breaking events.  Thank you! 

 

I’m excited for the next chapter of the organization’s history. Our incoming president, Sandra Close Turnquest along 

with Regina Bedoya returning as foundation chair, have assembled an incredible board and committee chairs.  Together, 

this volunteer based organization will continue to make Palm Beach County a better place.  

 

Enjoy the Summer.  

 

Selena  

Newsletter Editor  

 

Our Mission: Empowering women to succeed and lead 

Our Vision: To be the voice that inspires integrity, equality and leadership 

in the workplace and our community 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ewpborg
https://twitter.com/ExecWomenPB
http://www.ewpb.org/

